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Sir,—It was with grim satisfaction that we read the letter 
of * M.D.” (Supplement, August 3, p. 11). His statements are 
so true that they hardly need endorsement; however, we 
should like to take this opportunity of expressing our opinion 
on the subject. We have much resident experience among us 
in provincial hospitals, and we have been struck by the de- 
generation in health among housemen, and by the insouciant 
attitude of the ruling authorities to the housemen’s well-being. 
Sepsis in various forms is common in men never before pre- 
viously affected, and it would be easy to mention the ailments, 
both minor and major, to which housemen become prone, 
but we need not enlarge on the subject. Suffice it to say that 
these maladies are due to conditions of living, lack of exercise, 
and the monotony of routine unrelieved by change of environ- 
ment, such as an occasional week-end off. This question of 
week-ends is important, yet hospitals rarely seem to have a 
satisfactory arrangement, and in our experience it has been 
difficult to obtain one week-end in six months. These con- 
ditions ought not to be in existence, quite apart from wartime 
compulsory service. It is also regrettable that qualified men 
after five or more years of great expenditure should work for 
small remuneration for one or more years in order to gain 
the experience which their conscience and ambition demand. 

While recognizing the “cons” as well as the “ pros” and 
realizing that there are difficulties, we feel the lot of a house- 
man is a poor one in relation to health and finance. It is 
amazing that such a large body of medical men. having such 
influence on the future, should have this present unsatisfactory 
status.—-We are, etc., 


Ww. G.B j.L.S 
D. L G. P. W 
Aug. 7. T. J. B. G. H. C. T. 


Assurance for Doctors 


Motor Insurance and Loss of Use Claims 


One aspect of motor-car insurance claims which often pre- 
sents difficulty is that of payment for the hire of a car while 
the owner's car is laid up. No normal policy gives this com- 
pensation unless an extra premium has been paid. This further 
premium is usually some 25 per cent. additional to the normal 
comprehensive figure, and the compensation then granted is 
generally £1 per day payable during repairs necessitated as the 
result of accidental damage to the car. Compensation starts 
from the day the car arrives at the official repairer, or from 
the date of receipt of the estimate, but does not in any event 
exceed 50 per cent. of the cost of repairs. This latter restric- 
tion should be carefully noted, also that compensation is pay- 
able only where the damage is directly attributable to accident. 
If this extra cover has not been secured reimbursement can 


only be claimed if the accident is due to the negligence of a 
third party. In that event a claim for damages would lie 
against the third party, and the cost of hire of a car is, of 
course, a legitimate item of claim. Recovery, however, is 
often difficult, and it is only where the third party alone is 
responsible for the accident, without any contributory factors 
on the part of the owner, that success is likely. There are 
naturally many cases in which damages cannot be recovered. 
and it must be understood, therefore, that in the absence of 
this special arrangement no policy gives indemnity for such 
loss of use. 


ECONOMY IN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
SUPPLIES 


The need for the utmost care and economy in the use of all 
medical and surgical supplies and for restricting to a minimum 
the consumption of drugs, together with some hints of how 
these economies can be effected, are the subject of a circular 
issued by the Chief Medical Officer of the Department of 
Health for Scotland to all Scottish practitioners. It is pointed 
out that the reduction by a few inches of lengths of ligatures 
and sutures will mean an enormous saving in a few months. 
Dressings should be used as sparingly as sound technique will 
permit, and, to conserve cotton-wool, tow and unbleached wool 
should be used with splints, while for routine dressings 
sphagnum moss should be employed whenever possible. 
Unnecessary prescribing should be avoided, and the use of the 
following substances restricted so far as is possible without 
detriment to the interests of the patient: tinctures and extracts 
of vegetable drugs, especially those of foreign origin ; opium 
and morphine and their related alkaloids and preparations ; 
dextrose; glycerin; cataplasma kaolin; linseed meal; 
potassium bromide and iodide; barbiturates; olive oil; and 
liquid and soft paraffin. The use of preparations which have 
sugar as their base should be avoided as much as possible. 
Practitioners are asked to limit prescriptions for liniment to 
the actual quantity needed for the particular patient—espe- 
cially in the case of camphor. Proprietary brands of medi- 
cine should only be prescribed if the essential ingredients 
or comparable preparations are not available under a standard 
B.P. or B.P.C, name. 


The Hospitals and Medical Services Committee of the London 
County Council proposes to alter the arrangements affecting con- 
sultant anaesthetists in attendance at its hospitals. In general these 
anaesthetists attend under a group scheme on certain fixed days 
each week and are paid at the rate of £125 a year for one weekly 
session and £75 a year for each weekly session additional to the 
first. Recent experience has shown that it would be more advan- 
tageous for these officers to be called in as and when required rather 
than for them to attend according to a fixed programme, and it 
is proposed that this new arrangement should obtain as from 
September 1. A panel of consultant anaesthetists will accordingly 
be set up, and their remuneration will be two guineas for a visit 
of less than three hours’ duration, three guineas for one of more 
than three but less than four hours, and four guineas for one of 
four hours or more. 
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MEETINGS OF BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS 


SUPPLEMENT to THe 
British MEDICAL JouRNaAL 


British Medical . Association 


Diary of Central Meetings 


SEPTEMBER 
5 Thurs. Journal Board, 2.15 p.m. 


‘ Meetings of Branches and Divisions 
BritisH GUIANA BRANCH 


At a clinical meeting of the British Guiana Branch, held at 
Georgetown on April 5, with the president. Dr. R. T. BayLey. 
in the chair, Dr. F. A. Viapree read notes of a fatal case of 
syphilitic meningo-encephalitis, in which the patient, a male 
aged 33, was brought in in a comatose condition. He also 
showed cases of retroperitoneal abscess in the left iliac fossa 
and of mitral stenosis followed by cerebral embolism and 
paraplegia of the right upper limb. 

Dr. E. G. H. Payne showed the following cases: (1) 
aneurysm of the arch of the aorta with paralysis of the left 
recurrent laryngeal nerve in a male of mixed race, aged 44 
years ; the Kahn reaction was positive ; no history of primary 
syphilis could be elicited. .(2) Coincident syphilis and lympho- 
granuloma venereum with ulcers in both groins in an African 
male aged 37 years. 

Dr. J. A. Browne demonstrated cases of congenital syphilis 
in a Chinese male aged 17 years and an African female aged 
18 years. Both patients suffered from interstitial keratitis and 
Hutchinson's teeth, and in both the Kahn reaction was posi- 
tive. A case of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis with com- 
Mencing progressive muscular atrophy in an African male aged 
19 years was shown by Dr. BeTTENCOURT-GOMEsS, and one 
of aneurysm of the right common carotid artery in an African. 
male aged 52 years by Mr. D. 1. C. Fintayson. Dr. E. M. 
SHARPLES read notes of a case of epituberculosis in a child 
aged 18 months. There was a discussion after each case, and 
at the end of the meeting the President thanked all those who 
had presented cases. 


UNITED PROVINCES BRANCH 


At a clinical meeting of the United Provinces Branch of the 
British Medical Association, held on March 29 at Lucknow, with 
Dr. B. B. BHATIA in the chair, cases were shown as follows. 
By Dr. S. S. Misra: (1) tetany in a young woman of 19 
years, probably due to lactation; (2) bronchiectasis of the 
left lower lobe in a young man of about 20 years. By Dr. 
B. N. SinHA: (1) traumatic paraplegia in a boy of about 10 
years, due probably to subdural haemorrhage in the spinal 
cord; (2) arthrodesis on a case of paralysis after anterior 
poliomyelitis in a child. By Dr. R. S. Varma: (1) syphilitic 
iritis, three cases, one showing tubercles on the iris caused by 
syphilis ; (2) two cases after plastic operation for ectropion. 
Many final-year students and the house staff officers of the 
King George’s Medical College and Hospital, Lucknow, 
attended the meeting by special invitation. 


B.M.A. LIBRARY 


The following volumes were added to the Library during 
June, 1940: 

nam, >. L. (Editor): Maternal Care and Some Complications. 
Baynes, H. G.: Mythology of the Soul. 1940. 

Besancon: Les Jours de Homme. 

Bradfield, E. W. C.: An Indian Medical Review. 1938. 

Brain, W. R.: Diseases of the Nervous System. Second edition. 


1940. 
Brimble, L. J. F.: Intermediate Botany. Second edition. 1939. 
Brind my A., et al.: Legons du Jeudi Soir a la Clinique Tarnier. 
1 


Chopra, A. N.: Indian Medical Service Handbook. 1939. 

Da Silva Bastos, E.: Nova Técnica de Artrotomia do Joelho. 1938. 

Di Macco, G.: Mixomatosi. 1940. 

Edwards, R.: Vocational and Occupational Guidance. 1940. _ 

Ellis, H.: My Life. 1940. 

Frazer, W. M., and Stallybrass, C. O.: Textbook of Public Health. 
Tenth edition. 1940. 

Geffen, D. H., and Brown, L. F.: Public Health and Social 
Services. 1940. 

Hermeto, S.: Contribuigdo para o estudo da técnica e da tatica 
das paratiredidectomias. 1938. 

Hodgson, V. Supervision in Public Health Nursing. 1939. 

B. 5. E.: Gastric Secretion. 1939. 

Lundberg, H.: Experimentelle Untersuchungen iiber Phylacte- 
transfusionen. 1938. 

McDougall, J. B.: Tomography. 1940, 


Mennell, J. B.: Physical Treatment. Fourth edition. 1940. 
Michel- Bechet, R., Puig, R., and Charvet, P.: Localisations 
Viscérales et Aspects Chirurgicaux des Brucelloses. 1939, 

Ogilvie, R. F.: Pathological Histology. 1940. 
Osborne, J.: Dental Mechanics for Students. 1939. 
a, H. A.: Elementary Microtechnique. Second edition. 


ndinea L. B.: Landmarks and Surface Markings. Eighth 
edition. 1940. 

Rhodes, H. T. F.: Criminal in Society. 1939. 

- Roberts, J. A. F.: Introduction to Medical Genetics. 1940. 

Rolleston, J. D., and Ronaldson, G. W.: Acute Infectious Diseases, 
Third edition. 1940. 

Rosenthal, E.: Diseases of the Digestive System. 1940. 

Sartori, M.: War Gases. 1939. 

amneeet. M., and Muckenfuss. R. S.: Experimental Poliomyelitis. 


V.: Biochemistry for Medical Students. Second 


_. edition. 1940. 
ieee " M.: Massage and Remedial Exercises. Fourth edition. 


Naval, Military, and Air 
Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 
Surgeon Lieuts. D. A. Hovenden and E. B. Bradbury to be Surgeon 
Lieutenant Commanders. 

Surgeon Lieut. (Emergency) D. Ewart to be Surgeon Lieutenant Com- 
mander (Emergency). 

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

Lieut.-Colone! J. L. Wood. O.B.E., has ceased to be re-employed and 
reverts to fetired pay. 

Lieuts. G. G. Black, T. C. Hallinan, J. H. Prain, L. A. S. Edmondson, 
and P. B. Williams to be Captains. 

Lieut. (War Subs. Captain) L. S. Woolf has relinquished his commission 
On account of ill-health. 

Lieut. R. F. J. Henry has relinquished his commission. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE 

Group Captain B. A. Playne. D.S.O., has reverted to the retired list 
and resumes the rank of Air Commodore. 

Royat Aik Force VoLuNTEeeR RESERVE 

N. K. Henderson to be Squadron Leader. 

To be Flying Officers: J. P. Bentley, R. S. Carpenter, C. K. Cole, 
J. D. Craig, C. A. Il. Fuge. C. H. George. M.. N. Phillips. M. J. Greenberg, 
J. M. Sword, J. Whitehead. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY 
ARMY Mepicat Corps 


Lieut.-Colonel D. C. Maclachlan, having attained the age limit, has 
relinquished his commission and retains his rank with permission to wear 
the prescribed uniform. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 
Major H. J. Rice, C.1.E.. M.C., to be Lieutenant-Colonel. 


COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICE 


The following appointments are announced: Helen Rennic, M.B.. Ch.B., 
D.P.H., Medical Officer, Malaya ; R. B. MacGregor, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M. and 
H., Director of Medical Services, Straits, Settlements, and Adviser, Medical 
Services, Malay Straits ; K. R. Steenson, Ch.B., Senior Medical Officer, 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Western Pacific. 


Postgraduate News 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces the following pesentaee 
courses: (1) Final F.R.C.S. comprehensive course at Royal Cancer 
Hospital, morning, Monday to Friday, continuing until October 11; 

(2) Final F.R.C.S. clinical course of general surgical cases at out- 
patient department of West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases, 
Wednesdays, at 5.30 p.m., from September 4 to 25; (3) M.R.C.P. 
course in neurology at West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases, 
afternoons, from September 9 to 20. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


FittowsnHie OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 1, Wimpole 
Street, W.—Royval National Orthopaedic Hespital, Stanmore.—Sat., 2 p.m.. 
F.R.C.S. Clinical Orthopaedic Course. Royal Cancer Hospital, Fulham 
Road, S.W.—Mon. tc Fri.. 930 am. to 1 p.m., F.R.C.S. Clinical 
Surgery Course. Brompton Hosptial, S.W.—Tues. and Thurs., 5.30 p.m., 
M.R.C.P. Course in Chest Diseases. 

EDINBURGH POSTGRADUATE LecTURES.—At Edinburgh Royal Infirmary., Thurs., 
430 p.m. Prof. W. C. Wilson: The Cause and Treatment of the Lethal 
Factors in Burns. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this heading is 10s. 6d. This 
amount should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later 
than the first post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


DEATHS 


Bopy.—John Body, Pilot Officer R.A.F.V.R.. Barrister at Law, eldest son 
of Dr. and Mrs. T. M. Body of Middlesbrough. Aged 26. On Active 
Service. 

FLeEMMING.—At Upper Basildon on August 12. Emily Elizabeth Fiemming, 
M.DALond.), wife of Percy Flemming. F.R.C.S. Memorial service on 
Wednesday, 21st, at 12.30, at Trinity Church, Marylebone Road. 
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